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SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD
"Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations." (Num. 23:9)

Today it is often difficult to tell
the profession believers from the
other people of the world.
Worldliness is a great problem even
among many of those who call
themselves Christians. The Lord
would have His people take a
separated path through this world.
He commands us to "Love not the
world neither the things of the
world" (1 John 2:15). Again we are
exhorted to "Set our affections on
things above and not on things of
this earth" (Col. 3:1). Christians are
set apart by divine decree,
purchase, and calling. While there
is a wideness in God's mercy, there
is something of a narrowness also
about the path to which Christians
willingly and cheerfully subject
themselves. Why should we be

judged with the world? He
commands us "to come out from
among them and be you separate?"
(II Cor. 6:17). We don't have to
adopt the world's ways, morals or
thinking. Why should a Christian
be enamored by the movies, music,
magazines, mores or mannerisms
of this world? Foul language,
immorality, immodesty, self-
centeredness, pride, arrogance,
hatred, and malice are wrong where
ever they are found. Those things
characterize the children of
darkness, but we are of the children
of light (Eph. 5:8).

As God's children may we let the
word of God dwell in us richly
(Col. 3:10) guiding us in our
worship, our decisions, our
thinking and our actions. May the

Holy Spirit so fill us that we are
continually singing and making
melody in our hearts to the Lord
(Col. 3:17). May we ever be
thankful to God who by his grace
has "delivered us from the power of
darkness and translated us into the
kingdom of his dear son" (Col.
1:13). May we ever remember that
even though our salvation didn't
cost us anything, we are only
redeemed and forgiven because of
the shed blood of Christ on
Calvary's cross. Let us then walk
worthy, that is in keeping, with our
calling, (Eph. 4:1) so immersed in
the love of Christ that others will
see Jesus in us. Only then will we
begin to make a difference in this
world.

-Larry Windham

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
The ministry of the Word of God

is very important in this church age
and the preacher who has been
called of God should take his call
seriously. In the selection of the
first deacons recorded in the Bible,
the disciples said "it is not reason
that we should leave the word of
God, and serve tables" (Acts 6:2).
"But we will give ourselves
continually to prayer, and to the
ministry of the word" (Acts 6:4).
The Lord considered the preaching

of His inspired Word a priority and
yet today many take it very lightly
and substitute something else. To
preach the Word means that we
preach "thus saith the Lord." That
leaves out experiences and fables.
The Lord "gave some apostles; and
some prophets; and some
evangelists; and some pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of
Christ" (Eph. 4:11, 12). The Lord

said through Paul in Colossians
4:17, "Take heed to the ministry
which thou hast received in the
Lord, that thou fulfill it."

In fulfilling the call to the
ministry of the Word, the man of
God should declare "All the
counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). In
the faithful preaching of the Word,
the gospel should always be
declared. The Bible states in Acts
20:24 concerning Paul's ministry:
"so that I might finish my course
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